The walls of Lord’s
Mount were up to
19 feet thick.

Lord’s Mount is a later addition, showing that
even here, outside of the main circuit of walls,
improvements were as on-going
as the threat of invasion.
This is not a window, but a door
that once led to an adjacent
wall walk.
The Bell Tower sat directly on the old walls.
An opening is visible halfway up the tower.
Walk the medieval walls and discover their fascinating history

THE RAMPARTS

THE CASTLE
Well situated to play a pivotal role in relations
between England and Scotland, Berwick Castle
was at one time a centre for politics in
the borderlands.
King Edward I awarded the Scottish crown to
John Balliol within its walls. Later, the Countess
of Buchan, traditionally responsible for
crowning Scottish monarchs, crowned Robert
Bruce as King of Scotland and she was
imprisoned in a cage here at Berwick Castle
for four years in retribution.
Berwick today is a quiet town with a thriving
arts culture. But the town has been shaped
through its position on the frontline of conflict
for eight centuries. Berwick’s standing heritage
is a testament to the ever-present threat
of conquest.
The people of Berwick saw their town change
hands between England and Scotland more
than a dozen times. One local dignitary wrote
in 1633 that, whilst it was neither entirely one
nor the other, the place was more inclined
to English laws, but to Scottish fashions
and language.

It was constructed using
stone from the castle.
On the other side of the green, the Church of
the Holy Trinity is one of only a handful of
churches in the country to have been built
during the Commonwealth of England, under
the rule of Cromwell.

THE CHURCH
Some of the soldiers
left behind their
mark in the form of
smoke
graffiti.
These are images
created using
stencils and candle
smoke, including
pictures of
women, horses
and buildings.

The massive building was among the first
purpose-built barracks in England. At its
height, each four-bed room accommodated
eight soldiers – with the men working
alternating shifts.

They sit on the medieval defences built when
King Edward I seized and fortified the town at
the end of the 13th century.
The defences in this vulnerable north east
corner of the town are outside the circuit of
the ramparts.

LORD’S MOUNT AND
THE BELL TOWER
The castle fell into
Most of the castle
ruin when it ceased
remains were sold to
to be the military
the people of Berwick
focus of the town,
in the middle of the
17th century for £330,
as other defences
to provide stone
took priority.
for the building of a
The White Wall,
new church.
including Breakneck
Stairs, is the largest portion of what remains.
It survived the quarrying in the 17th century,
and again in the 18th century, when what was
left was likely used for the
building of Ravensdowne
Barracks.

Bamburgh

Following the ruin of
the castle, the soldiers
of this garrison town
were billeted with the
townsfolk. This was
not popular. It led to
widespread complaints, and subsequently to
the building of Ravensdowne Barracks.

THE BARRACKS

We invite you to explore this fortress town,
both inside and beyond the walls.

Please remember to recycle this
leaflet when you no longer need it.
Printed on FSC Mix uncoated paper.

Berwick-upon-Tweed. Whilst
you are following these walks,
please be mindful that the
historic town walls were
designed for military purposes,
and contain sheer drops. Dogs
should be kept on leads, and
children under close control.
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The Great Hall of
Berwick Castle was
finally destroyed in
1847 to make way
for the railway as it
stretched north,
joining London to
Edinburgh.
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You can help protect this and 400
other historic places by joining as a
Member, by making a donation or by
volunteering with us.
Visit the website
We hope you enjoy exploring
to find out more.

HELP KEEP THE STORY OF
ENGLAND ALIVE FOR
FUTURE GENERATIONS
Bus: from Northumberland,
Edinburgh & Newcastle.
Train: Cross Country/LNER to Berwick.
Car: via The A1.
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THE RAMPARTS
In the 16th century fresh attempts were made
to defend the town. Edward VI tried to
bolster its defences with a star shaped citadel.
Building had barely begun, however, when in
1558, Calais – which had the same shaped
defences – was taken by French forces.
Berwick’s citadel was promptly abandoned, to
be replaced by the defences now known as
the Elizabethan ramparts.

Berwick’s ramparts are the largest bastioned
town walls in the country.

CONTINUED

MEG’S MOUNT TO NESS GATE

Begin this section of
A cannon once
the walk at Meg’s
stood on this
Mount – one of the
mound. It was
rampart’s bastions.
named Roaring Meg
These are structures
due to the fierce
sound of its blast.
built out from the
walls that allow
defenders to fire at
anyone attacking the walls at either side.
Meg’s Mount was ideally placed for defence
of the river. Nowadays, it commands a great
view of Berwick’s famous bridges.
For centuries, the main route into Scotland
has crossed the Tweed at this point.
Down the hill, under the bridge, is one of the
town’s ice houses. These were used to store
the ice for shipping salmon, a trade for which
Berwick has long been famous.

Commissioned by Edward’s half-sisters, Mary
and Elizabeth, this looming structure reaches a
height of 36 feet – 20 feet of stone wall,
topped by a further 16 feet of earthworks.
They are continental in design, and were at the
cutting edge of 16th-century fortification.
Designs like this can be found in cities such as
Verona in Italy.
The Elizabethan
ramparts were
constructed at a
cost of £9,000 per
year.
The most costly
undertaking of
Elizabeth I’s reign.

This section of the ramparts, along the
quayside and including the gun battery, is
actually Hanoverian, dating to the reign
of George III. The ramparts continued to
evolve for many years.

Castle & River Route: 1½-2 hours
Walls Walking Route: 1-1½ hours
Steps

BERWICK CASTLE

In constructing his defences
at Berwick, Edward I is
said to have wheeled a
barrow of earth to the
top of the bank
himself.

During milder English
winters, ice would be
imported from Norway
to be stored in the
ice house.

Sunken water tanks on
Stanks Field provided ice for
the ice houses of the town.
Victorian Berwickers
enjoyed skating
and curling
here too.

The Main Guard once
stood on the High Street. It
was dismantled and moved
to its current location
in 1815.

The cannon on the battery
at Fisher’s Fort is actually
a Russian gun – a souvenir
of the Crimean War.
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